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A by-law of the American Medical Association
requires that "The Chairman of each Section shall
prepare an address on the recent advancements in
the branches belonging to his Section, including such
suggestions in regard to improvements in methods of
work, and present on the first day of its annual meet-
ing, the same to the Section over which he presides."
To the majority of the Chairmen this should be a

comparatively easy task, inasmuch as the advance-
ments in their respective branches are advertised
through the media of the medical journals and other
publications, are considered by the medical schools
and colleges throughout the world, and if deemed
worthy, are taught by them.

But to the Chairman of a Section of Medical Juris¬
prudence in America the work is more difficult be¬
cause of the indifference manifested by our schools,
and the lack of any considerably garnered modern
information from which to draw; a deficiency that
is, in this country, the result of the limited association
of law with medicine. Therefore, the wisdom shown
by the American Medical Association in creating this
Section is deserving of more than ordinary commen¬

dation, because it will not only stimulate to greater
activity the workers already in the field of forensic
medicine, but will bring in many more. There is not
at present sufficient incentive to induce the lawyer
to investigate the philosophy or latent principles of
the law; there is still less to spur him to inquire into
that of medicine. Consequently, he dips no deeper
into the troubled waters of even his special branch
of science than is necessary to enable him to fill his
coffers. Therefore many of the healing qualities of
the law though not undiscovered are unapplied.

The busy practitioner of medicine has hitherto
imagined he had no time to devote to any division

of science which compelled him to go far beyond the
pale of symptomatology and therapeutics, and which
offered no direct emoluments to compensate him for
the time and study that would be diverted from that
which he has been inclined to consider the legitimate
bounds of his profession. For this reason, and be¬
cause of the scarcity in almost any form of medico-
legal laboratories to which could be carried the crude
gleanings of the hardly pressed but enterprising phy¬
sician, to be so wrought and polished that they could
be intelligently applied to law as well as to medicine,
much useful information has been lost to the world.
And a branch of jurisprudence, second in importance
to none, capable of vast expansion, and which should
be one of the most useful and active factors of hu¬
man society is comparatively unavailable.

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE A PROFESSION.

That live journal, the Philadelphia Medical Regis¬
ter, in an admirable editorial on the subject, says:
"It would best become the dignity of science and
truth if legal-medicine were held as a definite and
distinct profession, in which the emoluments were suf¬
ficient to justify a physician in abandoning all other
practice in the interest of this special work. "

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PHYSICIAN.

The holding of legal-medicine as a "definite and
distinct profession," should now, and I sincerely hope
will, in the near future, be possible. But until that
period arrive, the doctor who is zealous for the honor
of his profession and his own reputation, must exer¬
cise a more scrupulous vigilance than has hitherto
been supposed requisite. He can no longer be satis¬
fied with the daily writing of so many recipes, or the
distribution of so many pills or plasters. To be suc¬
cessful he must not merely keep abreast the times,
but must keep, be it ever so little, in advance of them.
He must be active in his efforts to discover new
worlds in medical science, as well as bold and aggres¬sive in their exploration. He must be fearless but
also judicious in the adaptation of new principles,
and that he may be both, he can no longer ignore the
fact that he must at least possess sufficient knowledgeof the law to enable him to distinguish between that
which is lawful and that which is unlawful in the ap¬
plication of modern medicine, that he may success¬
fully defend himself against the attacks of the raven¬
ing wolves and vultures which will be all the more
likely, because of his independent advancement and
the shaking off the shackles of old theories, to infest
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his path and to endeavor to prey upon him. He
must confront the possibility that at any moment the
aid of the law may be invoked to seek to hold him
responsible for the consequences that may ensue, not
only from the use of newly-discovered drugs, but
from even the most intelligent administration of well
established remedies.

Therefore, when giving medicines, such as sodium
salicylate, chloral, or others of like nature, which are
liable to be followed by delirium, hallucinations, illu¬
sions, etc., it will be best to surround the patient with
such safeguards as will prevent him from injuring him¬
self or other persons. He must also bear in mind
that many customs though founded on a humane
basis, can no longer be followed with impunity; e.g.,
the physician cannot now safely conceal his lancet,
and, without having given his patient warning, plunge
it into an abscess ; nor, even after the consent of the
patient has been given to be anaesthetized, in order to
have one eye removed, is it advisable for the oculist
to remove both, no matter what grounds he may
have for believing it necessary to do so. The consent
of the patient to the removal of the second eye is as
essential as it was to that of the first. After crani¬
otomy and delivery should life remain in the child
the accoucher may not on any grounds complete the
work of destruction begun in utero, for the moment
the safety of the mother is no longer involved the
rights of the foetus, temporarily in abeyance, are re¬

stored, and the law recognizes the sanctity of that
life no matter how feeble the existence or how mon¬
strous the form. The time may not be far distant
when the operation of craniotomy will have to be
justified, not upon a mere assertion of impaction, but
upon a basis of actual measurement, and the pelvi-
meter will have to precede the cranioclast. The
physician should also know that the common law
does not formally recognize the induction of prema¬
ture labor, and when his State has failed to afford
him protection by statutory provision, unless he exer
eise extreme caution he may find himself in a situa¬
tion from which it might be difficult to escape credit¬
ably.

Tidy says (Vol. 3, W. L., page 100): "It is mani¬
fest that if any question should arise or action at law
be commenced against a medical man either for in¬
ducing abortion, or for manslaughter if the child born
alive died because it was immature, it would be
necessary to show (1) that there was a necessity for
the operation, the life of the mother being at stake,
and the operation being less to be feared than natural
delivery; and (2) that his action was bona fide."
Now the constantly increasing number of conditions
which are daily alleged to be sufficient grounds to
justify the induction of premature labor may render
it hard for a practitioner, in a criminal prosecution,
to successfully defend himself against a charge of
inadequacy of cause for its performance; therefore,
to quote again from Tidy: "We strongly urge upon
medical men (1) Not to induce premature labor or
abortion without the most mature consideration. (2)
Not to undertake it until after consultation with a
second practitioner. (3) In any case to have the
full consent, in writing if possible, of the husband or

guardian."

The trouble that may accrue to the physician from
neglecting to observe these rules is clearly shown by
Taylor, page 592, where he says: "This practice
has been condemned as immoral and illegal, but it is
impossible to admit that there can be any immorality
in performing an operation to give a chance of saving
the life of a woman when by neglecting to perform it
it is almost certain that both herself and the child
will perish. Any question respecting its illegality
can not be entertained; for the means are adminis¬
tered or applied with the bona fide hope of benefiting
the female, and not with any criminal design." Yet
he says further on : " By non-observance of these
rules (which I quoted above) the general practitioner,
in the event of the death of the woman or child ex¬

poses himself to a prosecution for a criminal offense,
from the imputation of which even an acquittal will
not always clear him in the eyes of the public'
Within a recent period several practitioners have
been tried upon charges of criminal abortion who had
obviously neglected to adopt those simple measures
of prudence, the observance of which would have
been at once an answer to a criminal charge. Because
one obstetric practitioner of large experience may
have frequently and successfully induced premature
labor without observing these rules and without any
imputation on his character, this cannot shield an¬
other who may be less fortunately situated."

The physician must also remember that he is more
liable to have a charge of criminal abortion brought
against him when the woman is single than when she
is married ; the law in such a case regarding the oper¬
ation with extreme suspicion ; yet the need for its
performance may be as imperative in the case of the
husbandless female as of her upon whose marriage
was set the seal of both Church and State.

The nature of many diseases and injuries is such
as to compel the medical attendant to quickly deter¬
mine his course of action entirely from a medical or

surgical standpoint. On the other hand, there are
cases in which he must pause long enough to consider
his treatment from other standpoints as well as those
of medicine and surgery, e. g, where marital rights
are involved, as when a lacerated cervix uteri is closed
to a pinhole to prevent further conception, at the
request of the patient, but without the consent of the
husband. The operation if successful would, I think,
make the gynecologist liable to an action at law, for
procreation being one of the principal objects of
matrimony, the closing of the wound when not con¬
tra-indicated by physical conditions, should be made
in accordance with that doctrine ; so, also, where the
work of the surgeon may impair or destroy the social,
civil and political rights of one of those most unfor¬
tunate of beings, hermaphrodites.

A striking illustration of the possibility of so doing
is given by Taylor, page 718, in the history of an

operation performed by one of the most eminent
surgeons of the United States upon an infant whose
sexual organs were imperfect with predominance of
those of the male : "The surgeon considered that
for the child's future welfare and happiness it would
be better that it should have no testicles at all than
it should retain them under such an imperfect devel-
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opment of the other organs. He therefore removed
them by operation from the labia or divided scrotum,
and had the dissatisfaction to find that they were per¬
fectly formed in every respect, and that the spermatic
cords were quite natural. Three years subsequent to
the operation it was found that emasculation was

 complete, for the disposition and habits of the beinghad materially changed and were those of a girl ; she
•was found to take great delight in sewing and house¬
work, and she no longer indulged in riding sticks and
other boyish exercises." Thus from regarding the
operation from only one point of view, a creature
already accursed by fate, is altogether deprived of
those rights and privileges which by reason of the
predominance of the male sex would have remained
to him, such as right of suffrage, privilege of holding
office, and the possibility of obtaining the higher
wages from which females are excluded

In offering some of the above suggestions I may
have seemed to disregard the warning of the proverb
about letting sleeping dogs lie, but daily occurrences

proving that thçir sleep is of the lightest, I have re¬
membered the greater wisdom of taking such precau¬
tionary measures as will render it impossible for the
aforesaid dogs to bite should they awake.

THE NEED OF MEDICAL LEGISLATION.

There has lately been manifested, at the meetings
of the Society of Medical Jurisprudence and State
Medicine of New York, a laudable disposition to dis¬
cuss in a practical manner such questions as arise
from the ordinary, as well as the more unusual cir¬
cumstances of daily life. I would recommend to this
Section to give to such questions even greater and
more critical consideration, as the discussion of such
subjects in a common sense way, by these bodies, will
surely do something towards stimulating the now tardy
and indifferent legislator to take measures to, at least,
attempt to mitigate some of the more glaring evils that
now exist either because of defective legislation, or
from the absence of any laws bearing on them. There
is probably no lack which brings greater suffering to a

larger number of people than the absence in many of
our States, and the neglect of enforcement in others,
of proper laws to regulate the practice of medicine.
The cries of the victims of ignorance and unscru¬

pulous greed which come not only from one State,
but from almost the entire land, should appeal for the
sympathy and aid of the law more powerfully than
any individual possibly can.

I will do our distinguished legislators the justice to
say I believe if they were brought face to face, as

physicians are, with the fearful suffering, often fol¬
lowed by death, of the victims of quacks and charla¬
tans, they would exhibit at least a modicum of the
interest and energy which they display when a bill is
proposed which is likely to interfere with any of their
privileges or pleasures, such as chicken matching, or
other pursuits or amusements of a like elevated or in¬
tellectual nature. In these declining years of the nine¬
teenth century, when, if ever, the human mind might
be supposed to be not far from its zenith; when in¬
vention has proceeded from triumph to triumph ; when
the telephone, electric telegraph and cable have over-

leaped space and made rapid communication possi¬
ble, not only between the inhabitants of the same
city or country, but so linked continent to continent
that what occurs in one is, within a few hours, pub¬lished in the newspapers of the world, one would
imagine that the sceptre had been stricken from the
hand of Superstition, her temples leveled in the dust,
and her devotees converted to a purer and more whole¬
some faith. But not so. She is as rampant and pow¬erful to-day as ever, her shrines are as numerous and
her followers as blind. The mares ofher Tam O'Shan-
ters may not be in such imminent danger of losingtheir tails, but the Tams are as credulous as was their
rollicking prototype who so narrowly escaped Nan¬
nie's supple fingers. The smoke of the fires that set
her cauldrons boiling stifles the air of as many secret
places as when the apparitions were called up to
answer Macbeths questions, or so many scaffolds in
New England groaned with the burden of their inno¬
cent victims. A despot, she troubles but little about
improvement in methods of ruling her subjects. The
creaking is as audible, the mechanism of her machin¬
ery as rude, her miracles as palpable frauds as when
she herself was fresh from chaos, but, like death, she
gathers in the wise and the simple.

One would suppose her cabinet performances and
materialized spirits would not deceive a child; but
that some of the brightest minds of the age have suc¬
cumbed beneath their influence let our lunatic asy¬
lums bear witness. Apparently, though, the assistingspirits are more accommodating now than formerly,for at one time they were wont to postpone their
coming until the scent of the witches' savory stew
was strong in the air. But it has not been mentioned
that the spooks who so kindly decorated the canvas
held over lawyer Marsh's willing head by the fat hands
of Madame Diss Debar were offered even a smell of
soup. It would seem that even the electric light
cannot so illuminate the mind that there will remain
no dark recesses in which false beliefs may lurk and
breed. With many of these erroneous conceptions
it were futile for either legislator or medical man to
attempt to deal until they have taken such form as is
likely to be productive of serious harm either to
the persons in whom they exist, or to those around
them. Of the many phases of superstition which have
attained proportions that render them worthy of crit¬
ical scrutiny, there is none so dangerous as that which
makes its possessor the facile subject of conscience¬
less quacks and death-dealing frauds. I think it is
only when attempting to grapple with a matter of this
kind that we can ever even partly realize

" How small of all that human hearts endure,
The part which laws or kings can cause or cure."

Few persons dream of the extent to which quack¬
ery is practiced, or the hold it has upon many men
and women who, one would imagine, were far above
its influence. Only a few exceptionally atrocious
cases are brought to the notice of the public, the ob¬
scurity of some of the sufferers, and the reluctance
of others to acknowledge that they have ever resorted
to such irregular sources, serving as safeguards for
the charlatans who torture them. There is no need
to pronounce on these creatures and their victims the
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malediction Macbeth invoked upon the witches :
" In¬

fected be the air on which they ride, and damned all
those who trust them. " Those who trust them are

already damned.
A case in point was brought to my notice some

time ago. A man and his wife, whose intelligence
on many subjects is above the average, are living in
a snug and tasteful home not far from Baltimore.
Several weeks ago the woman, who was several months
advanced in pregnancy, miscarried. Neither midwife
nor regular doctor was called to attend her, and the
neighboring women who sought to relieve her suffer¬
ing with hot applications and other simple means
were not allowed to continue their efforts, as both
she and her husband believed she was under the in¬
fluence of a witch's spell, and that such remedies
would only increase its malignant effects. Instead
of these a so-called magnetic doctor, who professed
to be wise in the wiles of witchcraft, was sent for.
This distinguished gentleman, who, at the beginning
of his medical career, united the profession of a huck¬
ster with the practice of quackery, and peddled paper
pills and potatoes, witch's potions and charms, ban
anas and fish from the same wagon, came with the
cheerful alacrity characteristic of his class, bringing
with him three charms, at $3 each, which he disposed,
as to him seemed best, about her person. At each of
his triweekly visits he would turn her over on her
face, and sit for half an hour holding his stubby fin¬
gers two or three inches above her spinal column,
explaining that he did not dare to touch her, as the
flow of magnetism was so great it would probably
throw her into convulsions. During one of his visits,
upon her complaining of constipation and requesting
some cathartic pills, he called for pen, ink and paper,
wrote a few words on a narrow strip, rolled it into
the shape of a pill, and made her swallow it, telling
her it would have "the happiest, speediest and most

gentle effect. "

Not being properly attended at the time of the
miscarriage, and the feeble contraction of the womb
failing to expel the placenta, the woman lay fourteen
weeks flat on her back, suffering the most excruci¬
ating pain, which was accompanied with a constant
discharge of blood and mucus. The retention of a

decomposing substance was evinced by the sicken¬
ing stench which made it almost impossible to remain
in the room with the patient, and the absorption of
the septic material into the system was manifested by
high fever and delirium. Complaining, during one
of her lucid periods, of the weakening effect of the
continued discharge of blood, the wretch told her he
would bring her a prayer which she must repeat until
the flow ceased. I doubt if there can be a more piti¬
able sight than this poor woman, almost at death's
door from septicaemia, scarcely able to lift her burn¬
ing hands to her brow, suffering such agony as might
suffice to kill the strongest man, yet, with the tena¬
city of desperation, striving, even through the vaga¬
ries of delirium, to hold fast to that which she hopes
will bring her surcease of pain, and with parched lips
in almost inaudible whispers repeating again and again
fragments of a supplication but little better than wildest
gibberish. Yet this is a case in which even a moder-

ately skilful physician might have so assisted nature
that in a few days the woman would have been re¬
stored to her usual health, whereas she is still con¬
fined to her bed with small prospect of recovery.

The above is a fair sample of the methods em¬

ployed by this, either deluded imbecile or unscrupu¬
lous scoundrel, so successfully he has been able to·
give up the huckstering branch of his business and
devote himself exclusively to the cultivation of his
magnetism, and the sale of his charms and magic
powders. There is no better illustration of the prov¬
erb, " Fools rush in where angels fear to tread, " than
can be found in the reckless use by quacks and
mountebanks of powerful and dangerous drugs which
even the most experienced of our profession handle
with the greatest caution. A physician of good stand¬
ing will, in using such remedies, be influenced not
only by a conscientious regard for his patient, but by
the effects which any mistake or lack of judgment
may have upon his own reputation. But the unli¬
censed charlatan, having nothing to lose, and every¬
thing to gain, uses the most deadly agents in a way
that would appal the community, were it known.
The country stands aghast at the devastation caused
by some fearful epidemic ; yet this is usually short in
duration, and it is doubtful if the number of its vic¬
tims equals the number annually slain by criminal in-
competency, yet there is comparatively little effort
made to stop the nefarious practice.

An octoroon who flourished some time ago in
Baltimore was in the habit of openly boasting that
she would take any drug, regardless of its nature,
that she could obtain from any source, put it in a.
bottle and, after pow-wowing over it awhile in the
presence of the credulous fools who visited her, would
demand, and generally receive, from $5 to $20. Many
of the itinerant quacks are the vilest scoundrels on
the face of the earth. One of these villains, travel¬
ing from State to State, pitching his tent on vacant
lots of cities, towns and villages, dressing in fantastic
costume, having a band of music and Indian dances,
doing anything to attract a crowd to which he could
sell his vile nostrums, stopped at a small town in
Maryland. While there he was consulted by some
foolish girls in regard to some ailments peculiar to
women. He insisted upon making an examination,
after which he told them it would be impossible to
cure them unless they would allow him to have sexual
intercourse with them. This is a casein which every
decent man would like to unite in himself the offices
of jury, judge and executioner; yet this fit subject
for the gallows sells his poisons, offers his atrocious
insults, and goes on his way unmolested.

A school Or college must be of good standing to be
allowed to issue diplomas, but any ignoramus can

hang out a sign and otherwise advertise as a doctor
without having suitably prepared himself to perform
the duties of one. In Baltimore an ignorant man,
who had served a doctor in a menial capacity, and
had had no opportunity to gain knowledge except
such as could be acquired in sweeping the office, and
emptying spittoons, after his employer's death hung
out his shingle, and commenced the practice of med¬
icine on his own account.
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Another plea which should be urged is that such
persons prevent patients from receiving the service
of skilful practitioners. A man who had been injured
by heavy lifting was attended by one of these incom¬
petent persons. After the patient's death, which oc¬
curred on the third day after the date at which the
injury was received, this individual very coolly stated
that he did not, while visiting the man, know what
was the matter with him, nor did he know what had
 caused his death. Under such circumstances a reg¬
ular practitioner, obeying the precept that teaches
"in the multitude of counselors there is safety," would
have called other doctors in consultation, but igno¬
rance is generally autocratic. There should be a
statistician appointed by the State to investigate and
report the history of the numerous wonderful cures
and operations advertised not only by quacks, but
also by physicians of good repute. If this were done,
it wouki be found only too frequently that, while the
fame of the performance was being blown abroad,
the subject of it was resting under the sod. It is due
the public that the per centum of survival, in such
-cases, should be given, as false statistics are calcu¬
lated not only to deceive the laity, but also to mislead
the profession.

Some months ago a most eulogistic report of the
skill displayed by the operator, and the success that
attended the performance of a rather uncommon

operation upon an inmate of one of our hospitals,
was published in most of the papers of the country,
but the trifling fact that the woman operated on died
in a few hours after was not mentioned. The class
that cures the disease regardless of the effects of the
method used, is quite too large.

A report was made to me of a case in which a Penn¬
sylvania so-called specialist was to receive $100 and
his traveling expenses if he succeeded in eradicating
a cancer in the breast of a Baltimore County woman.
After her death, which ended three months of terrible
torture caused by the application every few hours of
powerful escharotics, he demainded and obtained the
sum promised, on the ground that he had extirpated
the cancer, though the process employed had prob¬
ably caused the death of the patient, and he had ex¬
pected that it would when he undertook the case, as
experience had taught him that a diseased condition
of various organs, was generally produced by such
eradication; but, being a specialist, he had nothing
to do with that. He was only prevented from getting
a photograph of the denuded ribs by reason of the
light in the room not being sufficient to enable the
photographer to do his work, and the woman was

quite too ill to be moved to a lighter apartment. He
expressed great regret at the failure, as he wished the
picture to exhibit as confirmatory evidence of his
skill and success.

STATE MEDICAL EXPERTS.

There should be competent men also appointed
by the State, at adequate salary, to serve as medico-
legal experts on occasions when the aid of such is
necessary. I know this point has been urged before,
but I think the urging should be continued until suc¬

cessful, as it is exceedingly unjust that any physician,

whether willing or not may, at any moment the law
sees fit to specify, be required to go on the witness
stand in the character of a medico-legal expert. In
that place, unless he be well posted in forensic medi¬
cine, and possess the coolness and self-reliance re¬
quired to repel the onslaught of the lawyers, his repu¬
tation for knowledge and skill may receive in twenty
minutes injuries that cannot be repaired in a lifetime.
There are no stitches, however skilfully set, which will
so bring together the jagged edges of such wounds that
no disfiguring cicatrix will remain, like the mark set
on Cain, to be seen and known of all men. No In¬
dian takes greater delight in the agony of his victim
than the average lawyer takes in the suffering of the
medical witness under the treacherous thrust of the
cross-examination. He seems to avenge on him the
bitterness of all the potions and the griping of all the
pills that have gone down the legal throat from the
birth of law to the time of the trial. As the red sav¬

age whirls his bloody tomahawk and threatens one

part of his writhing victim, and then, with lightning
speed, strikes where least expected, so increasing the
torture of the certain blow by the uncertainty as to
where it will be inflicted, so the legal gentleman
flashes before the strained senses of the medical wit¬
ness, fettered by the law which, forbidding retaliation,
leaves him at the mercy of his persecutor, the keen-
edged weapon of the law, and the blow falls always
where least expected. A contest of this kind, if con¬
test it can be called, where the advantages of freedom
and special training are mostly on one side, is as un¬
fair as would be an encounter between the trained
pugilist and a man not only ignorant of fistic science,
but also handcuffed and gagged. The arena of pu¬
gilism is not the only place where freedom and nice
training will do more for one than brains alone. The
service demanded by the court and for which, in
many States, no adequate compensation is allowed,
frequently requires an amount of investigation and a

consumption of time the physician can ill afford to
give. A case of this kind came under my notice a
few days before I began this paper. A young med¬
ical friend of mine, after having rendered three
months of conscientious, gratuitous attendance to
a patient who was supposed to be suffering from
the effects of a blow, and a kick, learned that he
would have to go into court as medical witness. Thus,
at the time when he had reason to suppose that his
work of charity, at least as far as that patient was con¬

cerned, was ended, he is obliged to begin a tedious
investigation of the physical and pathological condi¬
tions and habits of life of the man prior to the as¬
sault. He must patiently inquire into many appar¬
ently trivial matters which, nevertheless, may prove
to be of the utmost importance in elucidating the his¬
tory of the case. This information must be obtained
from the patient, his relatives, or friends, who will
naturally endeavor to conceal whatever may be pre¬
judicial to the patient or favorable to the assailant.
Yet, when brought into court, the doctor will be ex¬

pected to be able to state with the utmost exactness
how much of the man's suffering was the result of the
injuries received, of his habits of life, or of the pa¬
thological conditions which, according to the lawyers,
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may, might, could, would or should have existed prior
to the assault. If my friend fare on the witness stand
as many of his medical brothers have fared before him,
he will not be there long before he will find, though
ostensibly called there to state simple facts relating
to the case, the law will strive to utilize him as an

expert, and the time which should be spent by him in
assisting in elucidating the truth, will have to be ex¬

pended in defending his own reputation for knowl¬
edge and skill against the imputations of the lawyers.

WHEN ARE DYING DECLARATIONS
ADMISSIBLE?

To be admissible, "dying declarations must be
made in extremity, when the party is at the point of
death, and every hope of this world is gone." In
consideration of the fact that the mental and physi¬
cal conditions of the person at the "point of death"
are usually such as to render the reliability of his
statement extremely doubtful, no matter how consci¬
entious he may be, there is no time when justice
more imperatively demands the presence and aid of
an intelligent, experienced physician, than when the
law is endeavoring to fasten the crime of homicide
upon a prisoner through the identification and dying
declaration of the victim of deadly assault, or of foul
play. As in many instances the fate of the prisoner
rests mainly upon such evidence, no means should
be left untried which will assist in determining its
credibility. The nature of many agents used to de¬
stroy life, and of injuries which result fatally, can be
alleged as sufficient reason why, when it is necessary
to bring the accused into the presence of the injured
person to be identified, the State should, if possible,
have a physician present whose duty should be to
make a careful examination of the declarant's mental,
visual and other conditions. For, at the time the de¬
clarant may be trying to identify the prisoner, his in¬
tellect and vision may be so disturbed by cerebral
anaemia resulting from the loss of blood as to lead to
the gravest mistakes. Also because the insidious in¬
tellectual changes which are sometimes the sequence
of cranial injury may convert the best friends into
the bitterest foes, and yet be undetected by inexpe¬
rienced persons, though they would be suspected by
the doctor from the nature of the injury.Another fact likely to be unknown to a large ma¬
jority of the laity is that, in anaemia resulting from
loss of blood, the upright or semi-recumbent position
may render the declarant less capable of making a

trustworthy statement, whereas the horizontal posi-
vtion, by encouraging the flow of blood to the brain,
would increase mental activity and thus tend to pro¬
mote the ends of justice.

The effects of the kind and quantity of stimulants
given so freely at such times should also be noticed,
as these not only vary greatly in different persons,
but vary greatly at the different periods at which they
are administered to the same person.

Where a woman is dying of septicaemia consequent
upon criminal abortion, there may be light delirium,
or such form as occurs at intervals, which might
slightly confuse the memory and distort the imagina¬
tion, yet not be discovered by persons unfamiliar

with the concomitant symptoms and pathological
conditions present.

PREVENTION OF CRIME.

How to prevent crime has been a momentous
problem in the past and is still one. The higher edu¬
cation of the masses is generally urged as the best
solution that can be offered. When this higher edu¬
cation no longer means, as it mainly does at present,
the teaching in a superficial manner by our educa¬
tional institutions of many comparatively useless
branches and so-called accomplishments, but such
special instruction and training as will qualify our

boys and girls to grapple successfully with, at least, a
few of the numerous practical questions which will
inevitably confront them, then it can be presented as
a potent agent towards the promotion of the desired
end. "Ignorance," it is said, "is theparent of crime,"
but the doctrine of heredity does not exempt the
offspring from punishment. In many instances, ar¬

raignment and conviction are the first intimations
persons have that the deeds committed are crimes.

The limited publication of the laws enacted by our

legislatures and the meagre facilities afforded a large
majority of our people to acquire knowledge of many
offenses at common law are fruitful sources of crime
and suffering, as well as of great expense to the State.
If the teaching of Medical Jurisprudence were ren¬
dered imperative in our schools it would do much to
prevent crime, since our youths, both male and fe¬
male, would not only be taught the nature and enor¬

mity of various crimes, and how easily from want of
this knowledge persons may innocently become ac¬

cessory thereto either before or after the fact, but its
doctrines would be carried home by them, and thus
kept fresh in the minds of the people. If the intro¬
duction of Medical Jurisprudence in our schools did
no more than teach our girls the sanctity of their re¬
lation to, how best to promote the welfare of the life
which they may bear within them, and the magnitude
of the crime of attempting at any period, by any
means, to compass its destruction, also the terrible
and lasting, if not fatal effects on the mother of any
effort to destroy the fœtus; it is impossible to esti¬
mate the good that would be accomplished or the
evil that would be prevented.

There is probably no crime more common than
fceticide, and none that is so frequently the result of
ignorance. Few of the many women that resort to
it either to hide their shame, or because they are un¬

willing to endure the trouble and care of children,
have any idea of the heinousness of the deed, of its
effects on themselves, or the extent to which it would
make them amenable to the law. The ancient doc¬
trine that up to the tenth day it is merely an effluxio-
is still largely believed, and because of the prevalence
of that opinion abortion produced within that period
is not regarded by the masses in the serious manner
it would be if its nature were better known. There
are many men and women, even among the higher
classes, and living in cities, where it is reasonable to-
suppose the opportunities afforded for the acquire¬
ment of such knowledge are much greater than in
sparsely inhabited places, who are totally ignorant
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that the destruction of the foetus during the earlier
stages of gestation is a crime even in a moral sense,
much less one of sufficient turpitude to render them
liable to criminal prosecution.

Another advantage which should not be lost sight of,
is that in teaching Medical Jurisprudence in our schools
we will be instructing our future legislators in that
branch of science and thereby preparing them better
to understand the needs of the people, and to frame
laws to meet them. If a knowledge of forensic medi¬
cine were generally diffused among the laity we
would have laws to take cognizance of offenses
against the mind which are liable to produce insanityand develop some of its worst types, known as homi¬
cidal and suicidal mania. The law prohibits the in¬
fliction of corporal injuries and frequently punishes
the inflictor, but against assaults upon the mind it at
present affords but little protection, yet bodily injuries
do not more frequently disable the assailed, unfit him
for the performance of his daily duties, and render
him incapable of self-preservation than do wounds of
the mind. Great mental irritation or distress pro¬
duced by continued complaining, malicious tantaliz¬
ing, persistent nagging, ceaseless importunities for
things not in the power of the importuned to grant,
or causeless accusations of immorality may lead to
permanent impairment of mind and body. Men and
women have been driven to moral and financial ruin,
to lunatic asylums, and to their graves, by the repin¬
ing over the unpreventable, and whining for the unat¬
tainable of persons from whom the exigencies of life
rendered escape impossible.

The virtues of the persecuted have in some in¬
stances thrown up barriers which their distress could
not overleap. A man was observed sitting evening
after evening in a saloon. Some surprise was expressed
at this as he neither drank nor sought the company
of the other frequenters of the place, but sat by him¬
self and seemed dazed and stupid. Upon inquiry it
was learned that he was a sober, industrious mechanic
who had been driven to this state of melancholia by
a querulous wife. This is only one of numerous

cases, the history of which would illustrate the need
which exists of laws to protect against such attacks.
When such assaults are made by the husband uponthe mind of the wife, or by the wife upon the mind
of the husband, the interposition of the law is es¬

pecially necessary, since when married it is more dif¬
ficult for the persecuted person to escape. In almost
every contract except that of marriage the law pro¬
tects the parties thereto from such breach or non-ob¬
servance of the terms as may be likely to evilly affect
individual or joint interest or lead to impairment of
the contract. Then why should not the law afford a
similar security to the parties to a contract of mar¬

riage, and enable either husband or wife to secure
the interposition of the court, by ir junction, or other¬
wise, to prevent the continuance or repetition of such
acts as are likely to injure one party or both, or lead
to dissolution of the marriage itself?

This query, with the preceding proposition, I now
submit for your consideration.

THE APPENDIX VERMIFORME, ITS FUNCTION,
PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT.

Read in the Section on Surgery at the Thirty-Ninth Annual
Meeting of the American Medical Association, Cincinnati,

May 8, 1888.
BY HENRY H. SMITH, M.D., LL.D.,

OF PHILADELPHIA, PA.

In writing of " Intestinal Obstructions," Mr.
Trêves states,1 that " their importance may, in one
way, be estimated by the circumstance that over

2,000 individuals die every year in Great Britain
from obstructions of the bowels, exclusive of hernia. "

Dr. Senn, of Milwaukee, also considers them of such
consequence, that during the last eighteen months
(January 1888) he has reported" "one hundred and
fifty operations performed on animals, for the pur¬
pose of studying the effects of the principal varieties
of intestinal obstructions produced artificially."
Trêves does not state what proportion of the deaths
he speaks of, were due to disorders of the appendix,
and Dr. Senn's experiments have not yet been ex¬
tended to this tube. It is, however, widely known,
that the appendix is sometimes a cause of constric¬
tion of the ileum, and that stenosis of its cascai
orifice, from inflammation of its coats, or concretions
or foreign bodies in its canal, frequently induces
local and general peritonitis, peri-caecal abscess or

perityphlitis. Whether the starting point of the
latter is in the appendix or the caecum, is a question
yet sub judice; but there is much evidence daily ac¬

cumulating to show that it is the appendix. In the
United States, Dr. J. H. Musser, of Philadelphia,
states,8 "that appendicitis is in the origin of peri·cae¬
cal abscess, perityphlitis, and peritonitis in about 90
per cent, or perhaps a larger proportion, of such
cases," and it is now, I think, generally admitted by
surgeons, that perforations of the caecum are rare as

compared with those of the appendix.
In the Lndex Afedia/s,' are references by 248

authors to disorders of the appendix, as the result of
the appendicitis. Of these cases, ninety four only
are reported as due to the presence of foreign bodies.
Some of these authors detail several cases : Lewis,
of New York, furnishing forty cases of foreign bodies
alone. As seventy-six of these authors were phy¬
sicians of the United States, the results of ap¬
pendicitis have been widely recognized, though not
so assigned by them. Concretions and supposed
foreign bodies, were found in about 30 per cent, of
these cases.

Although so well and widely known, Liebeik^hn
having written "De válvula cœci et usu processus
Vermicularis" in 1739, and Herlin " De  usage de
l'Appendice Vermiformis," in 1718, this organ has
not been as minutely studied in its relations to the

1 Intestinal Obstructions, its varieties, with their Pathology and
Treatment, by Frederick Treves, F.R.C.S., London, Phila. Edition,Preface. 1884.

2 An Experimental Contribution to Intestinal Surgery, with specialreference to the Treatment of Intestinal Obstructions. By Nicholas
Senn, M.D., Milwaukee, Wis.

3 The Morbid Anatomy of Peri-c\l=ae\calInflammation, by J. H.
Musser, M.D., Phila., Journal American Medical Association, page 71,Jan. 21, 1888.

4 The Diagnosis of Peri-c\l=ae\calInflammation, by Wm. Pepper,
M.D., LL.D., Phila., Journal American Medical Association, page 72,
Jan. 21, 1888.
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